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2009 Golden Buccaneer Award & 
Lisa Davidson Memorial 
Scholarship Recipients 

 
Stephanie Medina Rodriguez (CBS2 
and KCAL9) took home the 2009 
Golden Buccaneer Award while 
Michael Arvizu (Glendale Community 
College) was introduced as the 2009 
Lisa Davidson Memorial Scholarship 
Award Winner. (Photo Left ID: 
Stephanie Medina Rodriguez, 2009 

Golden Buccaneer Award Recipient) 
 

The Golden Buccaneer Award is given to an 
individual in communications that has 
demonstrated: an ongoing commitment to the 
community, a professional manner in media, and 

is regarded as an admired media representative and role model for students. 
 

(Photo Left ID : Richard Guiss, 
Director PR & Development, 
Goodwill SOLAC and Michael 
Arvizu, 2009 Lisa Davidson 
Memorial Scholarship Award.) 

 
Stephanie Medina Rodriguez is the Director of Public Affairs for 
KCBS and KCAL television stations in Los Angeles. She has more 
than 25 years professional experience in broadcast journalism, and 
community relations. 

 
 

 Before the merge of KCAL and KCBS in 2002, Medina Rodriguez 

was the Public Affairs Director for KCAL9 in Los Angeles. Prior to that, she was News Assignment Manager, News 
Segment Producer and Assignment Editor covering local news, 
breaking news, special assignments locally, across the nation and 
Mexico. In addition, she produced, for two seasons Emmy 
nominated, “Crosscheck”, a public affairs, point-counter-point 
program for KCAL. Medina Rodriguez is one of the few 
remaining staffers who joined KCAL when it began its 
groundbreaking newscasts in primetime in 1990. 

  
(Photo Left ID: Genevieve Riutort, Director of Development 
Westside Food Bank; MC, Brent Seltzer, KSRO/Santa Rosa, " Brent 
Seltzer Still at Large"; Meg McDonald (APR) Owner/CEO, 
McDonald Media Services.) 
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 Medina Rodriguez began her career as at KNXT (now 

known as KCBS) while attending California State 
University, Northridge where she graduated with a B.A. in Journalism. She also worked for KNBC before graduating 
and spent 6 years at  

KABC before moving to KCAL.  As a broadcast journalist, she has 
been honored with 4 Emmy Awards and 3 Golden Mikes and an 
Imagen Award. She has also been honored by the California School 
Board Foundation, The Best of the West, Comision Femenil, San 
Fernando Valley Chapter, the Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors, The Los Angeles City Council, the Los Angeles Press 
Club, the Los Angeles County Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 
Foundation and several other non-profit organizations. 

  
In 2008, she was appointed by Los Angeles City Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa to the Transportation Board of Commissioners. Medina 
Rodriguez serves on the board of Heal the Bay as chair the marketing 
committee and won two Emmy awards for the production of the one-
hour environmental specials H2O Heroes, and Heal the Bay. She also 
sits on the boards of the American Heart Association, Economic 

Alliance of the San Fernando Valley, Asian American Pacific Legal Center is and on the marketing committee for the 
American Cancer Society. She is a member of the National Association of Hispanic Journalists, California Chicano 
News Media Association and the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences and is a Deputy Registrar of Voters for Los 
Angeles County. A native of Los Angeles, she lives in the San Fernando Valley with her husband and two children. 
 
Since 1972, PIRATES has been sponsoring the Lisa Davidson Memorial Scholarship program for current sophomores 
and juniors majoring in communications, journalism, radio or television at a four-year Southern California college or 
university. This scholarship is named in memory of Lisa A. Davidson, a gifted public service coordinator at KNBC-TV 
and PIRATES member, who died tragically at a young age in an automobile accident. The purpose of this scholarship 
program is to recognize outstanding students who have excellent potential for improving the lives of people in Southern 
California through a communications career. Lisa Davidson Memorial Scholarships are supported by contributions to the 
Ruth Collander Endowment Fund.  
 
Michael Arvizu , will be graduating from Glendale Community College next fall. He also serves as a reporter for the 
Burbank Leader, Glendale News-Press and La Cañada Valley Sun newspapers. 
 
Los Angeles County Office of Education "Santa for a Day Campaign," was PIRATES Toy Drive Beneficiary. 
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HOLIDAY PARTY PHOTOS  
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SPOTLIGHT – MEMBERS ON THE MOVE 
 
NEW PIRATES MEMBERS 
Faviola Ochoa Miranda   
Public Affairs Representative 
Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Medical Center 
Email: Faviola.X.Miranda@kp.org  
Website: www.Kp.org/losangeles   
 
Melanie Parga 
Communications Assistant 
Starlight Children’s Foundation 
Melanie.parga@starlight.org  
www.starlight.org  
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http://www.lullalee.org/images/LullaWorld_News.pdf 
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http://apps.facebook.com/causes/beneficiaries/51132 /info  
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